
Dear Church, 
 One of the best commendations of a person is to say 
of him or her, “What you see is what you get.”  We all ap-
preciate people who are consistent, dependable, loyal, 
and trustworthy.  We admire those who are the same 
inside and out and are not working on some hidden 
agenda.   Often it’s under pressure or in the trials of ad-
versity that we see what people really are.  And a per-
son’s relationships have a way of revealing the quality of 
his or her character. 
 During a recent Bible study I was reading Paul’s as-
sessment of the character of two of his friends, Timothy 
and Epaphroditus.  As I read, it occurred to me that Paul 
was, in a sense, writing letters of commendation for 
these two faithful servants.  Then I thought, wouldn’t it 
be wonderful if someone of Paul’s stature could say the 
same things about us that he said about Timothy and 
Epaphroditus? 
 Here is the text of what Paul wrote of his two friends: 
But I hope, in the Lord Jesus, to send Timothy to you 
shortly, so that I also may be encouraged when I learn of 
your condition. For I have no one else of kindred spirit 
who will genuinely be concerned for your welfare. For 
they all seek after their own interests, not those of Christ 
Jesus. But you know of his proven character, that he 
served with me in the furtherance of the gospel like a 
child serving his father.  
But I thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, 
my brother and fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is 
also your messenger and minister to my need, because he 
was longing for you all and was distressed because you 
had heard that he was sick. For indeed he was sick to the 
point of death. 
Therefore I have sent him all the more eagerly, so that 
when you see him again you may rejoice and I may be less 
concerned about you. Receive him then in the Lord with 
all joy, and hold people like him in high regard, because 
he came close to death for the work of Christ, risking his 
life to compensate for your absence in your service to me. 
Philippians 2:19-22; 25-26; 28-30 
 Paul affirmed Timothy for having a proven character.  
The word proven in the text takes on the meaning of the 
word tested.  Over the years since he introduced young 
Timothy to Christ, Paul had observed how Timothy’s 
character had developed.  Timothy became a son in the 
faith.  He overcame a spirit of timidity and fear to be-
come a faithful disciple of Christ and a loyal friend to 
Paul. 
 The Philippians had commissioned Epaphroditus to go 
and help Paul in his time of need.  During his time in 
Rome, Epaphroditus had his character tested by an ap-
parently significant illness as he almost died.  However, 
his greatest concern was that he might cause his fellow 
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Philippians to worry.  And yet, Paul affirms him as a 
brother, a fellow worker, and one who, in spite of his 
health problems, ministered to the apostle. 
 Now I wonder, if we had been with Paul, what kind 
of letter might he have written about us?  Is what peo-
ple see and hear us say about our faith what they get in 
proven character?   
 Ponder this: What have the refining fires of life pro-
duced in our character? 
- Bruce 


